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The Centre d’Études Cathares (Cathars Study Centre) is situated in the heart Carcassonne in the so-called 
Maison des Mémoires (The Memory House). The building fronts the rue de Verdun with an impressive 18th

century façade and was once the home and work place of French poet and writer Joë Bousquet (1897-1950). The
Centre d’Études Cathares was set up twenty-five years ago has since prided itself on its impeccable research into
the history of the Cathars, their medieval heretics and historical rebellions. The centre is open to specialist and 
amateur historians, as well as to members of the general public who have an interest or passion for Cathar 
history. The centre enables everyone to access regularly updated information on the Cathars providing the tools
and documents with which experts and amateurs alike can research and learn more about Catharism history and
the Pays Cathare (Cathar country).

The Centre d’Études Cathares was founded in 1981 by the Conseil général de
l’Aude and under the impetus of historian René Nelli. The centre has many
thousands of reference material on the Cathars medieval heresy and its contexts.
Our library and information service is always happy to help and answer the
questions of those who request detailed or more specific information on 
Catharism, its theological history, or medieval southern France.

The Centre d’Études Cathares edits an annual review of medieval history entitled 
Heresis. The centre is also responsible for editing and publishing their own specialist
magazine ; Histoire du Catharisme, and is produced quarterly. Furthermore, the 
association organises an annual programme of varied cultural events for its members
as well as the general public (discovery days, conferences, exhibitions etc.).

The Centre d’Études Cathares/Réne Nelli was formed in association with the law of
1901. Its aim is to provide members with regular information and services that will
enable them to enjoy the rich heritage of the medieval period and the Cathars as
there is so much history to enjoy and more that has not yet been discovered.

Finally, the Centre d’Études Cathares is involved in promoting and enhancing the Pays 
Cathare (Cathare country) particularly the regions medieval heritage. It works in partnership with the 
government departments for the surrounding areas of the Aude, Languedoc-Roussillon and of course the town
of Carcassonne.



THE MEMBERS OF CEC...

⌧ receive regular information and news from the association.
⌧ are invited to conferences, events and meetings that we organise.
⌧ are given free entry to discovery days (a saving of 15 € per day per person).
⌧ are offered advice with regards to the best publications on public sale in bookshops.

Furthermore they are entitled to a reduction of 10 % off the retail price on a number
of recommended books and 50 % off any back copies of Heresis (the back copies avai-
lable are : 1 à 3, 5, 13-14, 16, 19, 24, 25, 28 à 30, 32 à 37, 39, 40, 41, 44-45).

⌧ will be prioritised by our library and information services and will receive a dis-
count on the cost of photocopying and special interlibrary, loans, etc.

⌧ will also receive certain reductions and special benefits when presenting their
membership card at the following places :

- The Gérard Sioën photographic gallery in la Cité (the old town) of Carcas-
sonne (Tel: 0033 (0)4 68 25 99 10).

- At La Rôtisserie Médiévale (the authentic medieval restaurant) in the town
of Villerouge-Termenès. (However, please note that it is necessary for you to
be a member of the CEC before making a reservation)

- At all sites registered as part of the Pays Cathares (Cathares country) with
your passport.



I’M BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF THE CEC AND I CHOOSE...

Membership with a subscription to the annual review Heresis

Membership with a subscription to the quarterly magazine
Histoire du Catharisme

Membership privilège (privileged) which is inclusive of the annual review
and the quarterly magazine

� Please note that all contributions of support given to the CEC of more
than 50 € automatically entitles the contributor to this membership.

As well as the many other benefits of becoming a member
of the CEC, I will receive a copy of Heresis (no’s 50-51) at
the end of this year.
� I will save 50 % when subscribing to the review and

will receive Heresis directly by post.
� My membership will only be 45 € per year.
� An index of all Heresis’ articles is available on the as-

sociations web-site : http://cecnelli.unblog.fr

As well as the many services offered by membership to the CEC, I will bene-
fit from having a subscription to both specialist publications. Furthermore, this
membership is great value for money, as I will receive a complementary sub-
scription to Heresis when choosing the privilège option, and thus, saving 40 €,
as well as 15 € on my Histoire du Catharisme subscription.
� All together my subscription is only 5 € more than ordinary member-

ship as it comes to a total of only 50 €.

As well as the many other benefits of becoming a member
of the CEC, I will receive a copy of Histoire du Catharisme
as well as a magazine sampler 
� This is great as I can offer the sampler to someone else

who is interested in the subject, or thinking about be-
coming a member.

� My membership will only be 45€ per year.
� An index of all the Histoire du Catharisme articles is

available on the associations web-site : 
http://cecnelli.unblog.fr The magazineHistoire du Catharisme n° 8

The review Heresis 46-47



HOW TO SUBSCRIBE

Subscription to Heresis

The Centre d’Études Cathares
can deliver Heresis to organisa-
tions or individuals who do not
want to join the CEC. It is possi-
ble to buy back copies of Here-
sis, and even those, which are no
longer in print can be photoco-

pied and sent out if requested. It is equally possible to order specific individual arti-
cles which have been published in Heresis.

Price of subscription (p&p included) : 45 €. Outside of the EU : 63 €.
Price of back-copies (p&p not included, please contact us) : 50 % of the normal retail price.
Price of an individual article (p&p included) : 5 €.

Subscription to Histoire du Catharisme

The Centre d’Études Cathares can distri-
bute the Histoire du Catharisme magazine
to those who do not wish to join the asso-
ciation or to subscribe and simply request a
copy of certain publications.

Price of Subscription (p&p included) : 30 €.
Outside of the EU : 40 €.
Price of a single copy (p&p not included,
please contact us) : 5 €.

� Remember: The subscriptions to these publications do not give you the
right to the other advantages, which are reserved only for those who become
members of the association. The CEC is unable to compromise the 
status and benefits given to their members by doing so.

Pages from the inside of Histoire du Catharisme no. 3 and 5.



Tél. : 00 33 (0)4 68 47 24 66 or 00 33 (0)8 70 35 37 40 - E-mail : histoireducatharisme@free.fr

This association abides with the law of 1901 in that it is exempt from paying tax as they are a registered charity 

(Evidence and documentation of this status is available on request)

Bank Crédit Coopératif Carcassonne - Bank code 42559 - Sort Codet 00035 - Account Number 41020003558 - Key 73

IBAN FR76 4255 9000 3541 0200 0355 873 - BIC CCOPFRPPXXX

It is not possible to pay by cheque if you are living outside of the EU, 

please use the IBAN system instead and make a direct bank transfer

The personal information from this form will be put into a computerised file. 

However, we agree to abide by the law 78-17 of 06/01/78, which was amended, by the law 92-1336 of 16/12/92 

regarding computerised data and the freedom and use of data from such files

APPLICATION FORM FOR SUBSCRIPTION
Return the form along with your donation/payment to :

Centre d’Études Cathares / René Nelli
53 rue de Verdun - BP 197 - 11004 Carcassonne cedex

(Opening Hours : Monday-Friday, 9am-12.30pm and 2pm-5.30pm)

Printed Name of Subscriber ........................................................................................................
Profession .................................................................................................................................
Address ......................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................
Tél. ...................................... E-mail ........................................................................................

� I wish to become a member of the CEC/Rene Nelli for 2009.
I choose the following type of subscription :

� A subscription to « Heresis» at the following price :
EU : 45 € - Joint membership for couples : 63 € - Outside of EU : 63 €

� A subscription to « Histoire du Catharisme» at the following price :
EU : 45 € - Joint membership for couples : 63 € - Outside of EU : 63 €

� A subscription to « privilège» (Privileged) membership which includes a subscription to
both Heresis and the Histoire du Catharisme magazine at the following price :
EU : 50 € - Joint membership for couples : 68 € - Outside of EU : 68 €

Contribution of more than 50 €
50 % reduction on all subscriptions for students and the unemployed (evidence must be 
provided on request)

� I wish to receive an index of all the articles which have been printed in Heresis

À ..................................................... le ..............................
Signature


